This Shabbat we will bless the month of
Adar . Our Sages said, "When Adar
enters, we increase our joy." The name
Adar has various meanings, one of which
is "strong." In Adar, we experience the
strength, "Adir," of G-d. The Talmud
relates that during the month of Adar,
Jewish mazal, usually translated as
fortune or destiny, is particularly potent. It
is a momentous period as the celebration
of Purim was designated in this month.
When the Jewish people had a horrible
decree upon them, it was changed. In
fact if one were to be able to mark a date
for a court case, the best time would be
Adar, as the mazal is great.

This year there are 60 days of the month
of Adar, as we are now in the midst of a
leap year, there will be two months of
Adar (Adar | and Adar Il). The number
"60" represents the power of
transformation. In Torah law an object
can be nullified if there are 60 pieces
against one. For example, if a piece of
non-kosher food accidentally falls into a
pot of kosher food, the non-kosher food
is "nullified" if the desirable element is
sixty times greater than it.

Thus, in a year blessed with a double,
60-day Adar, all undesirable elements --
every and any cause for pain, sadness,
discouragement or dejection -- are
nullified and sublimated by the
transformative joy of Adar. It is a good
reason to celebrate!

Questions & Comments should be sent to MaNews@ymail.com

Choices

A skeptical young man, wishing to test
the intelligence of a wise man, raised
his fist in front of the venerable man.

"What do | have in my hand?" asked
the young man.

"A Butterfly"” was the reply.

“Is she alive or dead?" inquired the
young man.

The old man knew that the young man
was playing with him. If he replied that
he was dead, the boy would open his
hand and let the butterfly fly. If he
answered alive, the young would
tighten his fist and Kill the creature.

The wise man replied: "It's in your
hands - do what you want with it."

Saying

“Do not try to assess the value of a Mitzvah."

Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai




